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Children at Home 


lll. Camping at Mesa Verde 
By Polly Lou 


ED and Sue were driving with their 
parents through very pretty country. 
They enjoyed the deep blue sky, the 
floating white clouds, and’ the warm, 
dry air. When they came to the sign 
that told them the way to Mesa Verde, 
they turned in that direction and soon 
saw the green mesa before them. The 
car began climbing up the shelflike 
road men had built up to the ruins. 
It was a hard climb for their car, and 
the engine got hot, but the car kept 
climbing. As they looked down from 
their shelf on the mesa side, the farm- 
houses and fields looked very pretty. 
It was a storybook world that lay be- 
low them, with houses that looked like 
toys. 

Before too long, the family found 
themselves driving through a lovely 
forest. A few wild flowers grew by the 
roadside and: the quiet and rest of this 
lovely spot began to settle over them. 

“Here we are,” said Dad. “This is 
Mesa Verde.” 

The children had heard about the 
houses at Mesa Verde that had stood 
there for many years with rio one living 
in them. And the idea of seeing these 
deserted homes had made them anx- 
ious to come. Before too long the 
car reached the campground and.a site 
was selected where the children would 
live for several weeks. It was hot work 
putting up the tent, but everyone helped 
and soon the car was unpacked and the 
camp set up. 


“Hello, there!” a voice called. “What 
are you doing?” 
“We have come to camp here,” said 


Sue. “What are you doing?” 

“Oh, we live down the road,” replied 
the boy. 

Ted and Sue smiled at the boy and 
girl just about their own age. The 
four children were to visit together 
daily during their stay and become 
good friends. 

The family lazied the day away and 
went early to bed, for they were tired 
after the hot ride up the Mesa and the 
hot work of setting up camp. 

Each day at ‘Mesa Verde the campers 
took a walk to a ruin. The day our 
story tells about was the trip to Cliff 
Palace. The people gathered with their 
cameras and the guide led the way 
down a lovely path to a sort of high 
cavelike cliff, and there before them 
lay a wonderful sight—a palace indeed! 

Long ago someone had worked very 
hard and long to build rooms, story 
upon story, into the cliff. Some of the 
house had fallen down, but much of the 
palace was still in good condition. The 
air is dry there and helps preserve 
such houses. 

Everyone just walked around quietly 
at first. It seemed as if they felt they 


were going into someone else’s house, 
while the people were away—and that 
you just don’t do! 


They listened as 
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the guide explained about the people 
who went off and left their homes, their 
dishes, their furnishings, and everything, 
as if they expected to return. But, 
they never came back. And no one liv- 
ing today remembers when the people 
lived there, it was so long ago. 

That evening as the children sat about 
the campfire, they were full of ques- 
tions. 

“Why did the people go away?” asked 
Sue. 

“Yes, why?” said Ted. 

Dad explained, “All we can do is sup- 
pose. These people left no writings 
telling us why they left their homes. 
They ‘may have heard of enemies who 
_were nearby, and left to escape them.” 

“But they would have taken some of 
their things along,” said Ted, “if they 
did that.” 

“They may have left because there 
was no rain, and they could not grow 
anything for food,” said Mother. 

“Maybe they all got sick and died,” 
said Sue. 

“T’ve often thought that, too, Sue,” 
said Dad. “But if that were true we 
would find nfany graves, so I guess that 
isn’t it.” 

Try as they would, the children could 
not satisfy themselves as to why the 
people left their homes. 

The days’ went by very quickly at 
Mesa Verde and the children saw many 
other houses where people used to live. 
On days when they did not take a trip 
to a ruin, they wandered through the 
Museum. Here they could see the clay 
pots, the jewelry, and all the lovely 
things the people had left behind them 
when they went away. 

One evening they were sitting on the 
canyon edge that overlooked the Cliff 
Palace area. Mother sat there and half 
closed her eyes. She almost thought 
she could see people climbing the lad- 
ders into the upper stories of the palace, 
or grinding corn on the grinding stones. 

Sue said, “Mother, tell us what you 
are thinking.” 

“I was just imagining that I could see 
the people who used to live in Cliff 
Palace,” said Mother. 

“Where did they go and why?” asked 
Ted, shaking his head. 

“God has some secrets we can never 
learn,” said Dad. “Only God knows 
for sure where the people went and 
why.” 

That seemed to satisfy the children, 
and since tomorrow they were leaving 
Mesa Verde, they said good-by to Cliff 
Palace and went to their camp. 

They began gathering their camping 
gear together when they heard a voice 
say, “What are you doing?” They knew 
it was their Mesa Verde friend. 

“We are going home tomorrow,” said 
Ted, “and are beginning to pick up.” 

The voices that answered sounded 
sad, and all they could say was “Oh!” 

“We'll write to you,” promised Sue, 
“when we get home.” 

At that the children smiled and soon 
they were all having their usual good 
time playing together. 

At supper that night Sue said, “I like 
it here, but I’m glad we’re going home.” 
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“Yes,” laughed Mother, “that is one 
nice thing about camping. We enjoy 
camping, and we enjoy going home 
again.” 
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Letters From Readers 


You, your staff, together with your 
readers are to be congratulated on your 
attainment of a century of Christian 
ministry through THe SunpAy SCHOOL 
Tres. Through four generations you 
have assisted countless thousands of 
ministers and Sunday school workers to 
teach the Word of God. No one this 
side of Heaven is able to evaluate the 
evangelical service thus rendered. 

May God give yeu grace and wisdom 
to go on doing the good you have en- 
deavored to do—John W. Bradbury, 
editor, The Watchman-Examiner. 


\ 








The Sunday School Times, 325 North {3th Street, La a4 
delphia 5, is an interdenominational weekly published on 
each Saturday and printed in the U.S.A. 

Copyright, 1959, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
Second-class postage paid at Philadelphia, Pa., and at 
additional mailing offices. Entered as second-class matter 

at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 








_ t*an sze.&' fe oo acheake of ao A 


am Sak ea i 









-opies 
year. 
515.00. 


) sep- 
ge to 
year. 


$4.50 


ny 


rou 


n- 








August 29, 1959 


TIDWELL BIBLE LIBRARG 


Che Smday School Cimes 


Volume 101, No. 35 








Lesson for September 13 in this issue 





; Lesson 11.—God’s Concern for All People. 








Jonah. 
Children—Camping at Mesa Verde. III. 

By Polly Lou 646 
Letters From Readers 646 
Notes on Open Letters: 

Cc. G. Trumbull’s Writings -............... 648 
America’s Spiritual Dilemma. 

By Oliver W. Price, Th.M. ................... 649 
Spring Beaver Hunt. II. 

pe eee 650 


Two Little Bottles. By Lillian C. Lowe ... 651 
Christian Fellowship Tour Again Goes 








to Hawaii 651 
International Uniform Lesson .............. 652-658 
C.E. Topic—How To Read the Bible. 

By Tem W. TARO, Th. .n22c. ncn nccccee-e 658 
With the New Books 659 
Por Family Worship. 

By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. ............ 660 

4 


Such Depths of Love 
By Jessie Wilmore Murton 


OW can the human heart discern 
Such depths of love—bestowed 
ere we 

Had heard His voice, or known His 
Word, 
Or groped toward God’s infinity? 


So strong, so deep, so wide God’s love, 
Were men to spend their few brief 
days, 
In constant worship at His feet, 
How small the measure of their 
praise! 


Through all eternity the search 

Of ransomed throngs will not suffice 
To solve the mystery of love 

Which paid redemption’s awful price. 


And though from blazing galaxy 
To galaxy the anthems roll, 
All Heaven shall not exhaust. their 
theme: 
The love of God for one lost soul. 


we 


Protecting Our Children 


As parents, we try to shelter our 
children from the blows of life. We 
stand between them and difficult situa- 
tions, we protect them from the unex- 
pected, we cushion them against the 
tragic. And this is natural, for they 
are but children, and it is our respon- 
sibility to provide them with a secure 
environment in which they may grow 
to healthy maturity. Surely we are 


aware of the potentially devastating 
effect of childhood fears and insecurity. 
Therefore we cannot desire anything 
except protection for our children. Yet 
it is in such an area as this that Satan 
tempts Christian parents. Our weak- 
ness, the place where we are open to 





helped us” 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 





temptation, may easily be this desire 
to shelter our children from the blows, 
from the perplexities of life. For in 
sheltering them, we may stand between 
our children and God. The protection 
we provide may prevent God from 
working in their lives as He desires to 
work, developing Christian character, 
stability, and maturity. The growth of 
patience through tribulation is not lim- 
ited to adults. Nor should the bearing 
of one another’s burdens be postponed 
until the child grows up and leaves 
home. And the solution of perplexing 
family problems through prayer should 
be shared with children, especially as 
they enter the teens. “It is good for a 
man that he bear the yoke in his youth” 
(Lam. 3:27). Which of us would choose 
to give our child up to foreign captiv- 
ity at an early, impressionable age? 
Yet this yoke was placed upon young 
Daniel, upon Joseph, and upon the little 
Israelite slave girl who served Naaman’s 
wife. We would not choose the yoke 


se 


for our child, although we would desire 
such a son or daughter with all our 
heart. Of course we have little ‘to do 
with choosing our children’s yoke—that 
is God’s choice for them, as for the 
Israelites. In some homes a mentally 
retarded child, or one with cerebral 
palsy, or one who is blind has been 
such a yoke for other children. If the 
yoke is borne, patience and love to an 
unusual degree may result. In other 
homes the yoke may be the sickness or 
death of a parent. Or it may be a time 
of serious financial difficulties. Such 
situations usually produce manly sons 
and dependable daughters, if the yoke 
is borne. But we may easily prevent 
our children from coming under a yoke 
that God has provided—‘“after ll, 
they’re so young.” Obviously we dare 
‘not let the full weight of any problem 
fall upon our children, but we should 
not stand between them and God. As 
for the danger of their developing fears 
and insecurity, our own attitude as par- 
ents will set the pattern. If we are 
not overwhelmed by disaster, if we 
cast our cares upon the Lord, our chil- 
dren will usually follow us. The men- 
tal health and life of faith we wish to 
develop in our children will not come 
from sheltering them. Instead, they 
ahd we will grow as together we take 
the yoke of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
us and learn of Him.—J. T. B. 


ve 


ll. The Lord’s Day 


By Joseph T. Bayly 


God and wants to please Him 
spend the Lord’s Day? 

The question perplexes no one more 
than the parents of growing boys and 
girls. We have heard enough about the 
effects of a past generation’s overly 
strict laws for Sunday, imposed upon 
children, to be afraid lest we err in 
like manner. Yet our general reaction 
has been one of giving up the day, 
rather than redeeming it from past and 
present abuses for the glory of God and 
the good of our families, from youngest 
to oldest. 

Light on this question, as on all ques- 
tions of the Christian life, is cast by 
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
How did He spend the Sabbath? 

For one thing, Jesus took walks with 
His disciples on this day. These walks 
were sometimes around town, some- 
times through the fields. And we can 
take walks with our children, leisurely 
walks which are different from the 
weekday hurry of life. (That word 


Hs: should a Christian who loves 


“different” seems to describe a proper 
Lord’s Day as it is distinguished from 
other days of the week.) Such walks 
are occasions to observe the world God 
has made, grow closer to the children 
God has given us. (Do you remember 
any Sunday afternoon family walks? 
I do—and they are among the happiest 
memories of childhood.) 

Whether at home or away from home, 
most of us probably feel that Sunday 
should be:a quiet day. If the children 
are permitted to play, it should be quiet 
play—again, different from weekday ac- 
tivities—which will not disturb others 
in their day of rest. “Stay in your 
own yard” is usually a good rule for 
younger children. 

The Lord Jesus accepted an invi- 
tation to dinner on the Sabbath—with 
a Pharisee at that (Luke 14:1 ff.). And 
so it seems that the Lord’s Day need 
not be exclusively a family day—it may 
be spent with others, a day of gladness 
shared. 

Attendance at the synagogue seems 
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x Comfort for Dark Days 





“If a man therefore purge him- 
self from these, he shall be a ves- 
sel unto honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the master’s use” (2 Tim. 
2:21). 

















to have been a regular part of Jesus’ 
Sabbath activity, and one which most 


Christians agree should be character- © 


istic of our own, as we worship with 
other Christians each Lord’s Day. 
(Somewhat irrelevantly, I should like 
to insert a plea for families to sit to- 
gether in church worship services. Fam- 
ily unity before God and His people is 
thus emphasized, and participation in 
worship and attention to preaching are 
usually increased.) 

Our Lord also taught people on the 
Sabbath, and we may follow His ex- 
ample in this. Family Bible reading, 
together with other reading aloud, is 
a rare Sunday afternoon activity in 
most Christian homes today, but one 
that with profit could be rediscovered. 
And we can encourage personal read- 
ing by having Christian books and 
periodicals of the proper age level avail- 
able for our children. 

Some homes have a “Sunday Box” 
which contains books, crayons, construc- 
tion material, etc., reserved for use on 
the Lord’s Day. 

But my outstanding impression, in 
reading the Gospels, of Jesus’ use of 
the Sabbath is of His loving, kind 
deeds for others. If He broke any 
legalistic, man-made Sabbath rules, it 
was mainly in this area. “It is lawful,” 
He replied when accused, “to do well 
on the sabbath days” (Matt. 12:12). 

And it is lawful for us to visit the 
sick and stranger and widow and lonely 
one and invalid on the Lord’s Day. It 
is lawful for us to invite a single per- 
son, who would otherwise be eating 
alone, home with us for dinner. It is 
lawful for us to entertain foreign stu- 
dents on the Lord’s Day, to visit those 
in prisons, in reform schools, in men- 
tal institutions and hospitals and con- 
valescent homes. It. is lawful to write 
notes and letters of encouragement. 

Such activities are lawful by the 
highest law there is: the law of love. 
“A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one an- 
other” (John 13:34). 

“Works of necessity and mercy”: thus 
did the Westminster Confession sum- 
marize activities to be properly pur- 
sued on the Lord’s Day. Today we 
have broadened “necessity” to include 
convenience and personal desire. But 
we have tended to narrow or forget 
“mercy”—deeds of love. Any rethink- 
ing of the way we spend this day in 
our Christian homes should involve 


both elements, remembering that in 
most instances it is easier to become 
more legalistic than to become more 
loving. 

Activities of this nature on the Lord’s 
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Day will mean a great deal to our 
children, if we encourage their partici- 
pation with us. In fact, the Lord’s Day 
properly spent can weld a family to- 
gether as no other single factor in 
modern life. But the family must be a 
family—not a group of individuals has- 
tening to get to various meetings. 


How may. we have a Lord’s Day 


pleasing to the Lord? 

The place to begin is before the day 
begins. Some preparation is necessary, 
especially on Saturday, to achieve the 
end we desire. Here are some sugges- 
tions of ways in which we may pre- 
pare. 

(1) If we are dissatisfied with the 
sort of Lord’s Day we've been having, 
we'll want to pray for wisdom and grace 
to change. As parents we shall pray 
about this in private, but we shall also 
introduce it as a matter for family 
prayer. 

(2) We must remember that God 
holds parents, especially the father, re- 
sponsible for setting the Sabbath stand- 
ard—not the children. The Fourth 
Commandment makes this clear. There- 
fore we must in love exercise the au- 
thority that God has given us in this 
area. Our children’s grumbling must 
not deter us. If, for instance, we be- 
lieve that the television screen should 


be dark on Sunday afternoon, we- 


should not “suffer in silence” because 
the children do not agree. 

(3) Any changes in Sunday observ- 
ance should probably be introduced 
gradually, not overnight. Many of us 
make the mistake of being peremptory 
with our children, with the result that 
we “provoke” them “to anger.” Prayer, 
giving God time to work, and gentle- 
ness will accomplish the spiritual 
results within our children which we de- 
sire so much more than mere outward 
conformity. And they make the day 
happy. 

(4) Anticipation is of such impor- 
tance to a child that days ahead we 
should plan nice things to do as a fam- 
ily on Sunday afternoon. And it would 
be much better to have Sunday after- 
noon television replaced by walks and 
reading and visits rather than forbid- 
den by parental fiat. 

(5) Mother needs the Sabbath as 
much as other members of the family. 
Some of her Sunday activities (taking 
care of the baby, for instance) are 
deeds of necessity. But not’ so with 
the typical Sunday dinner. It seems 
to me that the best single thing we 
could do for Mother, and for a proper 
observance of the Lord’s Day as well, 
would be to simplify Sunday dinner. 
Let it be a casserole meal, or soup pre- 
pared on Saturday, or a cold meal 
when the weather is warmer. But let’s 
have the frills and time-consuming 
special dishes on Saturday or some 
other day than Sunday. Then we can 
eat soon after we return from church, 
with an afternoon long enough to in- 
clude naps for those who need them 
(it is a day of rest), and for family 
activities. (Let’s see that cleaning up 
the kitchen isn’t left to Mother on the 
Lord’s Day.) If we have guests for 








appreciate a simple meal as much ag 
an elaborate one. 

(6) Other details of life and the home 
should also be attended to on Saturday, 
with foresight, so that the Lord’s Day 
may have no unnecessary interruptions, 

(7) In earlier times, at least in New 
England, the Lord’s Day was observed 
from sundown Saturday until sundown 
Sunday. Thus Saturday night was a 
time of spiritual and physical prepa- 
ration for the Lord’s Day. Today the 


situation is completely different, with 


banquets and parties, youth meetings 
and all sorts of other meetings sched- 
uled for Saturday night. Small wonder 
that many Christians feel exhausted 
on the Lord’s Day; so that it turns out 
to be a day for recuperation. 

Therefore we must discipline our- 
selves in our use of Saturday nights if 
we want to have a spiritually profitable 
Lord’s Day. Such self-discipline will 
involve the social engagements we ac- 

(Continued on page 658) 








Notes on Open Letters 


C. G. Trumbull’s Writings 


I -thank you most sincerely for re- 
publishing the series of articles from 
the pen of Charles G. Trumbull. They 
have been a tremendous blessing to 
me. However, one or even two or 
three readings of each article is in- 
sufficient to exhaust the treasures. I 
feel I need to review them frequently. 

This suggests that I should have 
them in a permanent form—booklet 
or pamphlet. I note that’ you are 
advertising a book containing a brief 
biography of Mr. Trumbull and all of 
“The Life That Wins.” Does this 
mean that the entire series of ten or 
more installments is included? I had 


understood that “The Life That Wins” . 


constituted only a part of the series. 

If that last statement is true, then 
may I beg that the entire series be 
made available. Indeed, I should like 
to secure a quantity of them to. give 
to friends of mine—A Wisconsin 
reader. 


No, the series of eleven articles on the 
*Victorious Life by Dr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull, concluded in the issue of July 18, is 
not included in the biography, though -it 
does contain “The Life That Wins.” 
The entire series is being reprinted in a 
paper-bound booklet, which may be had 
for 35 cents each or three for $1. 

“The Life That Wins” is published as a 
separate pamphlet, which may be had at 
5 cents each, 35 cents a dozen, or $2.50 
per hundred, postpaid. 

The short biography is_ entitled 
“Charles Gallaudet Trumbull,” and was 
written by his brother-in-law and part- 
ner in THE Sunpay ScHoo. Times for 
nearly fifty years, Philip E. Howard, Sr. 
The price of this 71-page, cloth-bound 
book is 50 cents. 

Orders for these publications should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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America’s Spiritual Dilemma 


An alarming choice between two rising forces 


larism received support from an 

ally of doubtful motives. The 
Roman Catholic bishops in the United 
States issued a statement that referred 
to separation of church and state as 
“the shibboleth of doctrinaire secular- 
ism.” 

Catholics themselves, according to C. 
Stanley Lowell,1 had made good use of 
church-state separation during the 
nineteenth century while they were still 
a small minority. At that time it was 
advantageous to use the “hated” doc- 
trine as a weapon to eliminate refer- 
ences to God, the Bible, and religion 
in the public schools. In the elemen- 
tary school system Scriptural materials 
constituted a major subject of study 
for the first hundred and fifty years of 
American history.2 Catholics did their 
part to erase this heritage because it 
did not serve their own sectarian in- 
terests. Over a hundred cases were 
brought to court by Romanists to make 
the public schools secular. When the 
bishops did an about-face in 1948, others 
naturally pondered the meaning of the 
change. 

As long as it was obvious that Ca- 
tholicism could not control the religious 
emphasis in public places, a makeshift 
alliance with secularism was the best 
policy. By 1948 the rising tide of Cath- 
olic political power indicated the time 
was ripe for a new approach. Roman- 
ists saw an opportunity to utilize 
aroused Protestant concern over secu- 
larism to further their own ambitions 
for tax support for their religion. Thus 
clericalism and secularism, two avowed 
enemies of true “freedom under God,” 


OD: NOVEMBER 20, 1948, antisecu- 


maneuvered to bring Protestants and - 


the undecided multitudes into alliance 
with their own absolutist objectives. 
Rome felt strong enough to take the 
initiative in forming her own program, 
forcing Protestants into an uneasy de- 
fensive action between the two forces 
that were locked in a deadly struggle 
for control of American culture. Prot- 
estants are in danger of fleeing from 
the bear only to be bitten by the ser- 
pent (Amos 5:19). We must under- 
stand both clericalism and secularism to 
Steer a true course between the two 
extremes. 


What We Can Expect 


Secularism had its day in court in 
the McCollum case, but Catholicism 
was encouraged by a 1947 high court 
decision sanctioning tax-supported 
transportation for parochial schools. 
Russia and Spain indicate the kind of 
culture we can expect if the trends 
set in motion by these two leading con- 
tenders for the control of the American 
mind are allowed to progress toward 


Mr. Price is director of the Okla- 
homa branch of the Bible Lovers 
League,. whose slogan is “Rightly 
Distributing the Word of Truth.”- 
(Its address is P.O. Box 9081, Okla- 
homa City 15, Okla.) While he 
‘writes of dangerous tendencies in 
the United States that may. surprise 
many readers, it will be noted that 
his statements are carefully docu- 
mented. He tells of the good work 
being done by an organization called 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church 
and State. 








their goals. If the Russian model pre- 
vails, all religion will be persecuted. 
If the American way of life takes the 
Spanish trail, Catholicism will be state- 
supported and other religious groups 
will be suppressed by law. Is it too 
late to return to the good old Ameri- 
can path of public respect for God 
without clerical control? 


A Spearhead for Romanist Advances 

In the present transitional stage 
Catholics will share with other religious 
groups the coveted tax money appro- 
priated by Congress under Catholic 
pressure. The Hill-Burton bill is a 
good example of this. Tailored to meet 
Catholic objectives, Hill-Burton has be- 
come a spearhead for Romanist ad- 
vances in the South where modern 
healing centers built with government 
matching funds give Catholicism a new 
standing in communities where its 
strength is relatively’ small. Catholic 
groups have drawn over 112 million 
dollars from the U. S. treasury to build 
hospitals owned by the Church of Rome 
and operated as effective missions to 
non-Catholics. Protestants applied for 
23 million dollars under the Hill- 
Burton Act. This inequity arises from 
the Protestant dilemma. Should we for- 
get church-state separation and go all out 
to get our quota from the Government? 
If so, the future of religion in this 
country is in the hands of Congress. 
Or should we launch an all-out drive 
to stop religious raids on the treasury? 
While we halt between two opinions 
Rome drives furiously toward her de- 
termined goal. 

Rome is much too astute to ask for 
the Constitution to be rewritten at the 
present time. Right now it is best to 
allay public fears by misleading state- 
ments concealing her ultimate objec- 
tives, while she quietly fills her coffers 
out of the back door of the U. S. treas- 
ury. She must first draw enough tax 
support to give her a predominant posi- 
tion on the American scene. 

In 1947 religious leaders from most 
major denominations, as well as Jews 
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and other citizens alarmed over Cath- 
olic progress toward clerical control of 
America, organized to protect their 
common interests. Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State, commonly known 
as POAU, is directed by Glenn L. 
Archer, former dean of Washburn Uni- 
versity Law School. POAU has un- 
covered shocking evidence revealing 
how public money is being secured for 
Catholic projects designed to give Rome 
a commanding Jead in the America of 
tomorrow. 

Tomorrow is with ‘our youth and 
both secularists and Catholics are hard 
at work among schoolchildren. Rome 
has a two-pronged attack. One ap- 
proach is the captive school program. 
This plan is used where Catholics dom- 
inate a school board and operate it in 
such complete accord with the wishes 
of*the hierarchy that the public schools 
practically become parochial. The 
other is their own rapidly expanding 
system of church schools. Political in- 
trigue figures in both operations. 

POAU has successfully opposed sev- 
eral captive school cases in court. This 
situation has existed in a number of 
states, including Colorado, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and Missouri. 

A brochure by the National Educa- 
tion Association of the United States 
indicated how completely subservient 
a school board can become to the de- 
mands of the Romanists. “In a num- 
ber of New Mexico schools religious 
classes were held during school hours. 
Catholic literature was distributed, 
prayers were said; Catholic pictures 
were on the walls, and the teachers 
were members of the religious orders. 
The state board of education adopted 
two sets of free books, one containing 
religious education for Catholic schools. 
Assignment of members of religious 
orders to the schools was made by the 
orders and accepted by school boards 
without question. Transfers and sub- 
stitutions in the teaching and admin- 
istrative staffs were also made by the 
church. ‘In short,’ said the court, ‘New 
Mexico had a Roman Catholic school 
system supported by public funds with- 
in its public school system.’ ” 3 


A Rapidly Growing Program 

Roman Catholic leaders are more in- 
terested, however; in the development 
of their own schools. This educational 
program is growing so rapidly that the 
church cannot find enough nuns to staff 
the expanding faculties. “In 1943,” ac- 
cording to C. Stanley Lowell, “only 
one parochial schoolteacher out of ten 
was a lay person. Today, ‘one in four 
is a lay person. While the average for 
lay teachers is only about $3,000, a 
teaching nun costs less than $700.”4 
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Thus the burgeoning Catholic school 
system faces financial troubles. 

Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angeles 
gave the blueprint for the Catholic cam- 
paign for tax support for parochial 
schools in a speech in Dallas, Texas, 
December 9, 1956. According to a 
POAU report, he urged public grants 
to all pupils in sectarian schools just as 
the nation “did to our returned heroes” 
under the G. I. bill. The October 25, 
1957, issue of U. S. News and World 
Report has been cited by POAU as 
further evidence of Catholic designs to 
have the taxpayer support their schools. 
The magazine quoted Father Virgil C. 
Blum of Marquette University who ad- 
vocated federal scholarship certificates 
cashable for education in sectarian ele- 
mentary and high schools. This plan 
‘ has been widely publicized and inserted 
in the Congressional Record. 

It should be remembered that Cath- 
olics depend on the parochial school 
rather than the Sunday school for the 
indoctrination of their children. Con- 
sider the enormous advantage Catholi- 
cism will reap if its program of religious 
education can be supported with tax 
funds. 

One should not lightly dismiss the 
prospects for state support of Catholic 
schools. Rome knows how to ply the 
treasury with frontal assaults and for 
back-door handouts. -Her missions in 
the Philippines picked up checks total- 
ing more than eight million dollars for 
alleged war damages and the Pope’s 
summer palace received a million dol- 
lar revamping at the U. S. taxpayer’s 
expense. The Philippine public schools 
suffered damages, too, but they did not 
have a powerful lobby in Washington 
to press their claims. 

POAU also reports the preferred tax 
exempt status of Catholic commercial 
ventures which amounts to a govern- 
ment donation. Radio station WWL of 
New Orleans, owned by the Jesuits, 
has: cleared as much as $460,000 in a 
year from the sale of commercial time. 
The normal tax on this operation would 
be $200,000, but they have been exempt 
by Internal Revenue. Profits from the 
sale of Christian Brothers’ wine and 
brandy have escaped taxation for years. 

The most frightening aspect of Cath- 
olic dominance is the astute method 
by which “tolerance”. is employed as a 
device for silencing criticism. Even 
the Christian Century has confessed 
concern over ignorance fostered by “the 
illusions of the liberals” 5 who are prone 
to attribute rebuttals of Rome to “big- 
otry.” J. Edgar Hoover has pointed 
out the Communist technique of ad- 
vancing under the protective cover of 
“anti-anti-Communist” hysteria. The 
Catholic hierarchy manipulates “anti- 
anti-Catholicism” quite skillfully. 

Archbishop O’Hara used this subtle 
appeal to pull the weight of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews behind his attack on Glenn L. 








Let us fear the Lord, and we shall 
have no one else to fear—C. H. Spur- 
geon. 
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Archer, head of POAU, whom he com- 
pared with the Ku Klux Klan, after an 
address before the Southern Baptist 
Convention on June 1, 1956, in Kansas 
City. Dr. W. T. Holland, superintend- 
ent of the Kansas City Baptist As- 
sociation, defended Archer’s address as 
“factual and well documented.” Sim- 
ilar tactics were employed in Connecti- 
cut to discredit honest objections to 
passage of a Catholic school bus law. 
Perverted tolerance never served the 
cause. of intolerance more effectively. 

America’s spiritual dilemma is ob- 
vious. How can we combat the secular 
tide that threatens to place the Govern- 
ment on the side of atheism without 
falling into the hands of an equally 
terrifying enemy of liberty—Roman 
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clerical control? If ever Christians 
needed to pray for those in authority 
it is now (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 





1C, Stanley Lowell, 
Rome’s Demand “ha Ohri 
7, 1957 

2See E. P. Cubberley, “Public Education in 
the United States” (Houghton Mifflin OCo., 
1934), pp. 15-25. 

8 Quoted by Dr. Wilbur Smith in the ‘Times 
Survey (May 11, 1957). The National Edu- 
cation Association of the Vales States is 
located at 1201 Sixteenth St., , Washing- 
ton, D. C. Price of the Sesekuins pi 50 cents 
per copy. 

*C. Stanley Lowell, “New Day in Church 
and State,” World Outlook, April, 1958, re- 
printed by POAU, 1633 Massachusetts ‘Ave., 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C., 10 copies 265c. 

®° Harold E. Fey, ‘“‘Can Catholicism Win Amer- 
ica?” The Christian. Century, a reprint of eight 
articles available from the Christian Century 
offices at 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, IIL, 
25c per copy. 
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Il. Spring Beaver Hunt 


Concluding the diary begun in last week's issue 


AST evening I had a good opportu- 

nity to witness to them when, as 
they were about to “hit the sack,” I was 
reading my’ Testament, and Joseph 
asked me what I was reading about. 
Had been reading in Luke earlier so 
turned there and told them of some of 
Jesus’ doings, then of the raising of 
Lazarus, then of the Second Coming 
and the two resurrections and the judg- 
ment. Should have mentioned that the 
talk last Thursday evening arose from 
their questioning me about mola 
(“white men”) going to the moon, and 
all of mola’s scientific knowledge. 
Showed them that men can do much, 
but can’t reach Heaven, or take away 
sin. Had a delightful meal at noon: 
fried eggs. Walked downstream about 
one and one half hours in the a.m. to see 
a rapids they described. It didn’t 
amount to much, but the walk was re- 
warded by my scaring up a nesting 
duck (didn’t see what kind). Figured 
she could easily spare two of her six 
eggs. Hence, fresh eggs for dinner. 
Just like chicken [eggs] except for red- 
dish yolk. Slept from 3.30 to 7.30. 
Men back about 9.30 p.m. Got a large 
beaver pelt from Jimmy to use inside 
my bedroll. Hope it will keep me 
warmer. 

Tuesday, 26th. Had a much better 
night thanks to the beaver hide. Up at 
6 with the fire already going. Men off 
to look at-traps after breakfast, then 
had to unstring drying pelts. They 
stretch them on a circular frame. They 
get the beaver by sitting near a beaver 
house on a lake, or a dam on a creek, 
till one shows himself, or by drifting 
along in a boat or canoe or raft, and by 
setting traps near each camp site. Trav- 
eled two and one half hours (by land, 
the river being poor for rafting) down 
the ‘Muskeg River. The river is well 
named, and walking in the muskegs, in 
water and soft, deep moss, is very tiring. 
One doesn’t even try to keep his feet 
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By PHILIP G. HOWARD 


dry in this country. The Indians wear 
just moccasins most of the time. If it’s 
not muskeg, it’s burned over timber 
land full of deadfalls, the “dismality” 
of which can’t be exaggerated. 

Camped by the Muskeg again. A nice 
spot. Windy: and cloudy today, but 
clearing and cold this evening. A her- 
mit thrush is accompanying the song of 
nearby rapids in the river. Washed 
clothes and mended dog packs which 
take an awful beating. Made corn 
bread. 

Wednesday, 27th. This trip has been 
eminently worth while in many ways, 
linguistically and in learning more of 
Indian’s way of life. Left the Muskeg 
River and moved about one and. one 
half hours’ walk to a smaller creek. 
Heading homeward now. These men 
are sure real bushmen. They seldom 
come in without one or two ducks or 
chickens (grouse) or both, as well as 
beaver. They are living almost en- 
tirely on meat, supplemented by a little 
bannock or oatmeal now and then. Plus 
plenty of tea, of course. They say they 
can go (and have gone) two or three 
days without food, but that it’s really 
tough if they run out of tea. They 
make no effort to be conservative, mak- 
ing the tea very strong. . Also they now 
can’t make any more bread, since they 
are out of grease, though they still have 
flour. I’ve already given them some of 
mine. Joseph had a jar of tallow he had 
gotten from me at home, but ate it by 
the spoonful, literally. They love any 
kind of fat or grease. They eat the 
beaver’s tails and feet with relish; no 
meat, just fat. 

We've surely seen no game. There 
are abundant signs of moose, but we’ve 
seen none until yesterday when Jimmy 
saw two. There are no bears, because 
of there being no berries, Joseph says. 
Which is true except for one or two 
nice thick patches of blueberries we’ve 
passed. Sat for three hours on the bank 


























po of 
nuary 


ion in 
Co., 
Times 
Edu- 
es ig 
hing- 
cents 
1urch 


Ave., 
25c, 
mer- 
eight 
itury 
Ii, 


RD 


it’s 
er 
y” 


ut 
r- 
of 
d 
*h 


a ee ee a” a a ae 





, anything wrong with them. 


Lesson for September 13 


near our camp this evening to try to get 
a beaver, but saw none, probably be- 
cause too close to camp, though I have 
seen them or heard them near our other 
camps. The men went off at 2.30 and 
returned at 10 p.m. loaded with two and 
three beaver apiece, large ones at that. 
This particular section hasn’t been 
hunted much they say. 

Thursday, 28th. I continue to be as- 
tonished at the quantities of meat these 
men consume. For breakfast Jimmy 
threw into a pot, to boil, a small beaver 
tail, which in itself would be as much 


Two Little Bottles 
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meat as the average white man would 
eat at a meal, a couple of beaver feet, 
several large cuts of meat, each about 
an average serving,.and a whole spruce 
hen which would be in itself a meal for 
me.- He ate all or most of this. No 
doubt this accounts in part for their 
great stamina. Stayed in camp all day. 
They got several beaver. 

Friday, 29th. Felt very weak and 
tired all yesterday. Was concerned be- 
cause of the long walk ahead and 
prayed about it. Perhaps in answer to 

(Continued on page 659) 


An object lesson for children—and older folks as well 


N A small town on the west coast of 

Canada, two missionaries were hold- 
ing special meetings, and many native 
Indians were attending from the near- 
by reservation. Not liking the straight 
preaching against sin and uncleanness 
that the missionaries were faithfully 
presenting, the Indians began to hold 
meetings of their own, saying that theirs 
would be just as good, and their people 
need not attend the white people’s 
meetings. 

The natives took turn about in ad- 
dressing their meetings. When an old 
Indian woman’s turn came, she pre- 
pared an object lesson for her talk. 

This elderly woman took two small 
bottles, the same size and shape, and 
dressed them as two dolls, or people, 
first filling them with clean water, and 
corking them tightly. In one of the 
bottles, however, she put some sand, 
grit, and bits of black papér, which 
settled down at the bottom and was 
not noticeable as she held the bottle 
in her hand. . Both bottles were dressed 
alike, having a cloak and, under this, a 
white cloth wrapped around the bot- 
tles. These she took to the native meet- 
ing and, when her name was called, 
she went up to the front of the hall and 
unwrapped her two bottles, and gave 
her talk as follows: 

“You see here in my hands two little 
bottles dressed to look like two very 
nice, respectable people. They are 
dressed alike, and look alike, and you 
cannot tell them apart. I will call them 
two Christians. They look very nice 
and respectable, and we cannot see 
anything wrong with them. 

“Now I will take off their cloaks and 
you will see they still are dressed alike 
and look alike; there is no difference 
between them. Their wraps are clean 
and white, and they could be church- 
going people, and everyone would think 
them very fine people and good Chris- 
tians. I will now take off their white 
wraps, and you see two clean bottles 
filled with water. They still look alike 
and you cannot tell them apart. They 
are the same size and shape, just like 
nice men and women. You cannot see 
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“Let me shake this bottle. See! It 
is clean, and the shaking does not stir 
up any bad feelings because there is 
nothing in the bottle to get stirred up. 
This is just like some Christians. When 
hard times or trials come, misfortune 
or sorrow, they stay sweet and cleen, 
even though they are badly shaken up. 
They have a heart that has been washed 
and made white. So they are clean all 
the way through, and it is not that just 
their clothes look respectable on the 
They have nothing in their 
hearts to get stirred up or to make 
them mad when things go wrong. 

“But look at this other bottle, which 
looks just as clean as the first. I will 
shake it up and—see what happens. 
Look how the dirt comes up, and shows 
itself when it is stirred up. The dirt 
was there all the time but we didn’t ‘see 
it until the bottle was shaken. When 
things were nice and smooth and calm, 
it looked as nice as the first bottle, and 
the dirt was not stirred up. This is just 
like persons who profess to be Chris- 
tians. No one can tell the difference; 
they can fool anyone as long as things 
are smooth and no rough weather hits 
them. But when the storms come, and 
the winds of trouble blow, and people 
treat them mean, then see how the dirt 
that is in their hearts gets stirred up. 
Then everyone can see that nicely 
dressed, professing Christians are not 
what they say they are. The dirt was 
in their hearts all the time and just 
needed to be stirred up to let people 
see it. 

“Just as these two bottles looked 
alike until they were shaken, so with 
people today. The real Christian has 
a clean heart, and there is nothing in 
it to be stirred up; but the man who 
calls himself a Christian, but has an 
unclean heart, may pass off for a good 
man for a long time, or until he gets 
stirred up. Then there is something in 
his heart that he cannot keep down 
and that shows itself when he gets mad. 

“So it is not good clothes nor good 
looks that makes a person a Christian. 
It is a heart that has been made clean 
and white. We can tell the difference 
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between people by their actions, but not 
always by their talk.” 

The old Indian woman took her two 
bottles and went back to her place and 
sat down. A stillness came over the 
meeting for several minutes, then a 
muttering arose. One old man spoke 


right out and said: “You don’t have to 


come here and preach at us like that! 
You talk just like the missionaries! If 
we wanted to hear that sort of talk we 
could go to the white people’s meetings. 
You need not come and talk to us again, 
as we don’t want to hear you any 
more.” The others nodded their heads 
in agreement. 

The little old women left the hall 
with a quiet smile on her lips, as she 
said to herself, “Truly, I must have 
shaken them a little, as they got so 
stirred up tonight over my talk about 
the two bottles.” 


NEw WESTMINSTER, B. C. 
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Christian Fellowship Tour 
Again Goes to Hawaii 


ESERVATIONS have been made at 
the Royal Hawaiian and, Moana 
Hotels on Waikiki Beach; the Kena 
Palms Hotel on the Island of Hawaii; 
and the Coco Palm Lodge on Kauai. 
The teur to the Hawaiian Islands will 
start from Chicago October 19, return- 
ing thereto November 8 and will visit 
during a portion of that time what has 
become America’s 50th state. Hawaii 
has actually been a part of the United 
States since 1898, when, at the request 
of the Hawaiian people and their royal 
family, the eight islands were annexed 
by this country. 

The total area of Hawaii is about 
double the size of Yellowstone National 
Park, namely 6,412 square miles, di- 
vided among the Islands as follows: 
Hawaii, 4,015; Maui, 728; Oahu, 598; 
Kauai, 547; Molokai, 261; Lanai, 139; 
Niihau, 73; Kahoolawe, 44; and a num- 
ber of smaller isles with about 6 square 
miles of area. 

Under King Kamehameha, all the 
islands were united in one kingdom in 
1795; but the people needed markets 
for sugar, pineapples, and other prod- 
ucts and they decided that if they 
affiliated with the U. S.-their future 
might be prosperous, and this antici- 
pation has indeed been realized. Prot- 
estant missionaries from the United 
States were extremely influential in 
developing sentiment among Hawaiians 
favorable to annexation by the U. S. 
Hawaii today is a loyal and integral 
part of the U.S.A., and one of the most 
interesting and fascinating destinations 
for tourists in the entire world. 

Readers of the Times are invited to 
send for their free copy of the illus- 
trated folder, “Hawaii.” Write to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger, 
who have accompanied previous tours 
to Alaska and Hawaii, will be with the 
tour throughout. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 13.GOD’S CONCERN FOR ALL PEOPLE 
Jonah; printed text, 3:1, 2, 10; 4:1-11 
Golden Text.—The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.—Psa. 145:9 


Tue KinG JAMES VERSION 
Jonah 3:1 And the word of the Lorp came unto Jonah the 
second time, saying, 
2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thee. 


10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said 
that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 

Chap. 4:1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry. 

2 And he prayed unto the Lorp, and said, I pray thee, O 
Lorp, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? 
Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou 
art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

3 Therefore now, O Lorp, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 

4 Then said the Lorp, Doest thou well to be angry? 

5 So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side 
of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in 
the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city. 


6 And the Lorp God prepared a gourd, and made it to come 
up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to 
deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad 
of the gourd. 

7 But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the 
next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 

8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God 
prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the 
head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, 
and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 

9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for 
the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto 
death. 

10 Then said the Lorp, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, 
for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; 
which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 


11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, . 


wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that can- 
not discern between their right hand and their left hand; 
and also much cattle? 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, <a by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the’ Lesson 


‘4 he metropolis of Nineveh, capital 
of Assyria, was notorious for its 
wickedness (Jonah 1:2). It was 

known as “the bloody city” (Nah. 3:1) 

because of its ruthless cruelty. 

God had given Jonah a commission 
to go to Nineveh, ‘publicly denounce 
her corruption, and warn her of im- 
pending judgment (Jonah 1:2). The 
prophet, having no real desire that 
Nineveh, enemy of Israel, should be 
spared, and fearing to be made a laugh- 
ingstock if the Lord should save the 
city, disobeyed the divine command. 
He fled—at least so he thought—‘from 
the presence of the Lord” (1:3, 10), 
embarked on a ship sailing for Spain, 
was cast overboard in the ensuing 
storm, and was swallowed by a great 
fish. d 

From the depths of his clammy prison 
he prayed to God who heard his pe- 
tition and miraculously deposited him 
on dry ground (2:10). 

Now the Lord grants His disobedient 
but repentant servant another chance 
(3:1, 2). Jonah has learned his lesson. 
Regardless of his personal preference, 
and knowing full well that God is 
merciful and might spare Nineveh after 
all,,he yet obeys the divine Word and 
bluntly announces the city’s overthrow. 

Our Lord speaks of “the sign of the 
prophet Jonas” (Matt. 16:4) and of the 
effectiveness of his mission to Nineveh 
(12:41). Doubtless the citizens of Nine- 
veh had heard of the prophet’s sen- 
sSational deliverance from his watery 
grave, were deeply impressed by this 
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“sign” of God’s power, and were thus 
unusually sensitive to Jonah’s message. 


Verse by Verse 


Jonah 3:1-—-“‘And the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah the second time 
...” The first time is described in 1:1. 
In mercy toward His prophet, and with 
determination to accomplish His will 
concerning Nineveh, the Lord gives 
Jonah a second chance to obey Him. 


Verse 2.—“Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
that great city ... preach ... the 
preaching that I bid thee.” Compare 
with 1:2. “Preach” is “cry” (Heb.) as 
in 1:2. Nineveh was the capital of 
Assyria, on the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, some 500 miles east of Palestine. 
This second command to Jonah is 
sterner than the first. The Lord no 
longer tells the prophet why Nineveh 
must be warned (as in 1:2). He sim- 
ply orders him to go and cry. 

Verse 10.—‘God saw their works, that 
they turned from their evil way... 
God repented of the evil, that he had 
said ... and he did it not.” Nineveh’s 
outward signs of sorrow for sin (fast- 
ing, covering with sackcloth, sitting in 
ashes, 3:5-8) reflected an inward change 
of moral purpose. Jonah’s warning that 
Nineveh would be overthrown in forty 
days (3:4) was obviously conditional 
upon her continued stubbornness. When 
she repented God averted her doom. 
For the Lord’s policy in dealing with 
nations (which explains the seeming 
contradiction between 3:10 and 1 Sam. 
15:29; Rom. 11:29) study Jeremiah 18: 
7-10. 

Jonah 4:1—“But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly, and he was very angry.” 
Literally, “It was evil to Jonah” and 


“it [displeasure] burnt to him.” The 
prophet was “burned up” with anger! 
His prediction had been proved false, 
and Israel’s national enemy would be 
spared! 


Verse 2—“He prayed . .. O Lord, 


was not this my saying, when I was 


yet in my country? Therefore I fled 
before unto Tarshish: for I knew that 
thou art a gracious God ... and re- 
pentest thge of the evil.” “I hastened 
to flee’ (Heb.). Jonah was petulant 
but frank. He blamed the Lord not 
only for sparing Nineveh but for his 
own disobedience in taking ship to 
Tarshish (in Spain). He defended his 
own rejection of the will of God by 
appealing to the nature of God as loving 
and kind. 

Verse 3.—“O Lord, take, I beseech 
thee, my life from me; for it is better 
for-me to die than to live.” Compare 
with 4:8; Numbers 11:15; 1 Kings 19:4. 


Jonah felt personally discredited. He . 


was more concerned about being re- 
garded as a failure or laughingstock 
than about the preservation of thou- 
sands of people. 


Verse 4.—“Then said the Lord, Doest 
thou well to be angry?” God asks, 
“Art thou greatly angry?” (Heb.) He 
who was merciful toward a repentant 
Nineveh was kind to, and tenderly 
considerate of his overwrought prophet. 
Th& the divine question did not at 
once calm Jonah’s spirit of revolt is 
seen in 4:9. 

Verse 5—“So Jonah went out of the 
city, and sat on the east side . . . made 
him a booth, and sat .. . in the shadow, 
till he might see what would become 
of the city.” The “booth” was a shelter 


of boughs. The prophet hoped against , 
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lesson for September 13 


hope that. God, who seemed to have 


changed His mind once, might do so 
twice and yet destroy Nineveh. From 
his spot in the suburbs he would (1) 


‘be safe in the event of disaster; (2) 


have a. good vantage point whence to 
view the city’s doom. 


Verse 6—“And the Lord God pre- 


pared a gourd ... over Jonah ...a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him 


from his grief. ... Jonah was exceeding 
glad . . .”- Note what God “prepared” 
(1:17; 4:6, 7, 8). The “gourd” was 


either a castor-oil plant or a pumpkin- 
like gourd, a plant known for its rapid‘ 
growth and swift decay. It quickly 
trailed above Jonah’s booth, affording 
him double protection from Assyria’s 
penetrating sunlight—a merciful pro- 
vision for a chagrined, disappointed 


prophet. 
Verse 7.—“But God prepared a worm © 
.. the next day . . . it smote the gourd 


that it withered.” Think of the .Al- 
mighty preparing a caterpillar! He 
controls all His creation. 
was to do more than protect Jonah. It 
was to teach him a profound object les- 
son (cf. v. 10). The caterpillar was 
part of the lesson. 


Verse 8.—“. . . God prepared a vehe- 
ment east wind ... the sun beat upon 
the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and 
wished ... to die, and said, It is better 
for me to die than to live.” Jonah 
“wished” (“requested,” Heb.) again to 
die. The sultry sirocco pierced his re- 
maining shelter and he experienced a 
Stroke of the sun. Physical misery was 
now added to his mental and spiritual 
frustration. What remained to him but 
death? 


Verse 9.—“God said to Jonah, Doest 
thou well to be angry for the gourd? 
And he said, I do well. . . even unto 
death.” Compare with 4:4. The Lord 
asked a-leading question. Jonah was 
provoked that his sheltering plant had 
withered; he admitted that his anger 
was justified. But the point was: if he 
regretted the loss of a mere gourd, 
should not he regret the potential loss 
of an entire city? 


Verse 10.—‘Then said the Lord, Thou 
hast had pity on the gourd, for the 
which thou hast not laboured . . . which 
came up in a night, and perished in a 
night.” Literally, “which son of a night 
was, and son of a night perished.” The 
Lord argues from a lesser case to a 
greater. If one was concerned about a 
mere plant, how much more about a 
populous capital!’ Two details reveal 
the validity of the argument. (1) 
Jonah had nothing to do with the origin 
or growth of the gourd; God, on the 


. Contrary, controlled both the plant and 


the city of Nineveh. If Jonah regretted 
the loss of a plant which lay outside 
his jurisdiction should he not regret 
the destruction of a city which God 
had brought into being! (2) The gourd 
was a transient growth, while Nineveh 
contained immortal souls. 


Verse 11—‘“Should not I spare Nine- 
veh, that great city, wherein are more 
than sixscore thousand persons that can- 


The gourd - 
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not discern . . . and also much cattle? 
One hundred twenty thousand “persons 
that cannot discern,” i.e., children, im- 
plies a total population of about 600,000. 
Nineveh was a “great city” (cf. 1:2; 3: 
2) both in size °(3:3) and number of 
citizens. _The Lord would spare the 
capital not only because of her repent- 
ance but also because of the large 
number of her innocent residents and 
harmless herds. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Jonah’s warning to Nineveh oa 
3: 1-4) 

2. Nineveh’s repentance (3:5-9) 

3. Jonah’s angry frustration (4: 1-3) 

4. The Lord’s gracious dealing with 
Jonah (vv.4-11) - 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Book of Jonah reveals the amaz- 
ing breadth of God’s concern. The 
Almighty is deeply interested in individ- 
uals and nations, but also in the lower 
levels of His divine creation. 

His tenderness and love toward Jonah 
are touching. They are seen in His 
rescue of the man. of God from death 
in spite of his flagrant disobedience; 
His giving him a second chance to ful- 
fill his mission; His gentle reasoning 
with His displeased, angry prophet (4: 
1, 4); His provision of a sheltering 
gourd (4:6); and His use of a parable 
of nature to teach Jonah a lesson in 
forgiveness (4:10, 11). 

His compassion toward nations is sug- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT command did God give to 
Jonah? 3 

2. What personal experience per- 
suaded Jonah, at first disobedient, to 
do what God told him? 

3. What attribute of God is revealed 
in His giving Jonah a second chance? 
(Jonah 3:1.) 

4. Why was it peculiarly distasteful 
to Jonah to direct his message toward 
Nineveh? 

5. What was the effect upon Nineveh 
of the prophet’s warning words? 

6. Why do you think Jonah’s mes- 
sage so profoundly impressed them? 

7. What was Jonah’s reaction to 
Nineveh’s change of heart? 

8 Why did he not rejoice in the 
positive response to his words? 

9. Name four things in Jonah aon 
pared” by the Lord. 

10. What basic truth concerning God’s 
dealings with the nations is revealed 
in the story of Jonah’s ministry to 
Nineveh? 


(Answers on page 658) 
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gested in His sparing a Gentile capital . 


known for its wanton sin and -violence. 
The Old Testament teaches God’s pa- 
tient care for Israel, His peculiar, cov- 
enant people. ‘He kept them through 
the centuries, honoring’ His promises to 
the patriarchs of old. But Jonah allows 
us to hear the divine heartbeat of love 
for peoples of other races and cultures. 
The love of God is.too broad, vast, and 
deep to be confined to one group in the 
family of nations. It crosses geograph- 
ical and ethnical bounds.. All men 
everywhere are near to the gracious 
heart of the Lord. 


And the animal creation (fish and . 


worms), as well as the ‘vegetable cre- 
ation (gourds), are “prepared” of the 
Lord (1:17; 4:6, 7), controlled and 
used by Him, in conjunction with other 
items He “prepared” (4:8), to accom- 
plish His holy purposes. - 

God, is. completely sovereign as ‘well 
as infinitely just and loving. 


Topics for Development 
God and Nature. Our Heavenly 
Father is the creator of all things. He 
has revealed Himself in the works of 
His hands. Nature is eloquent. It 
speaks of divine omnipotence and glory. 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth his handy- 
work” (Psa. 19:1). Many Scripture pas- 
sages deal with natural wonders (e.g., 
Isa. 40:12, 22, 26). 
dences of God’s_ existence, 
power and Godhead” (Rom. 


“eternal 
1:20). 


They are designed not only for man’s : 


enjoyment but also to bring him 


humbly to the place of acknowledgment 


and adoration. 

But natural revelation is not suffi- 
cient to lead man to salvation. The 
revelation in and through Christ, and 
particularly the redemptive work of 
the Son, are needed to bring errant 
sinners back to God. And God’s writ- 
ten revelation (the Bible) is essential 
to teach man the full meaning of the 
Gospel and his new life in Christ. 


Practical Applications 
It should thrill our hearts to realize 


afresh that the great “Judge of all the. 


earth” (Gen. 18:25) is willing to stoop 
to the needs of His creation and to deal 
gently with His straying, tired, baffled 
children. Have you failed, been de- 
feated, yielded to despair? Jonah was 
given a second chance. “Wherefore lift 
up the hands which hang down .. .” 
(Heb. 12:12). 

Nineveh, a vicious city, repented and 
was spared. “Though your sins be as 
scarlet,” upon your repentance and 
trust in Christ they may be “as white 
as snow” (Isa. 1:18). And lurking sins 
in believers’ hearts, when truly con- 


fessed, may ‘be forgiven (cf. 1 John 1:9) F 


Fish, worms, gourds, and winds are 
all in the Lord’s loving control. How 
much more are we who love the Sav- 
iour (cf. Matt. 6: 26-30). 

There is encouragement im the 
thought that the Lord Jesus used the 
historical record even of a fretting, 
very human prophet as a type of His 
own resurrection! (Matt. 12:40.) 

Let us thank God. for His sheltering 


All these are evi- . 
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provision. And let us ask Him for 
grace, that we grieve not nor com- 
plain in hours of exposure to life’s 
devastating heat. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 145:9—“The Lord is good to 
all: and his tender mercies are over all 
his works.” All human and natural 
creation are within the loving scope 
of God’s care. Sunlight and refresh- 
ing rain, the regularity of the seasons, 
the preparedness of living creatures to 
thrive in their environment—these are 
but evidences of the wisdom and uni- 
versal kindness of the Lord. But bless- 


ings bring responsibility—“. . . the 
goodness of .God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance .. .” (Rom. 2:4). We receive 


and rejoice in divine favors. But let 
us not only be grateful but also care- 
ful that no unconfessed sin mars our 
fellowship with the Giver of all. 


Meni, Pa. 


ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Arise, go... preach ... the preach- 
ing that I bid thee” (Jonah 3:2).—In 
his prayer, which is recorded in the 
previous chapter, Jonah said: “I will 
look again toward thy holy temple... 
I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice 
of thanksgiving; I will pay that that 
I have vowed.” 

With sanctified imagination, we can 
imagine an interval between the time 
he was ejected by the fish and his go- 
ing to Nineveh. This interval would 
enable him to go to the Temple in 
Jerusakkm, offer his sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, and pay his vows. 

From Jerusalem he may have gone 
to his home at Gath-hepher in lower 
Galilee and indulged the thought that 
the Lord would never give him another 
opportunity of foreign service. How 
pleasantly surprised Jonah must have 
been to hear the Lord say the second 
time, “Arise, go unto Nineveh”! 

How like our Lord, who is “rich in 
mercy,” to do just such a thing after a 
person has learned the lesson which 
only divine discipline can teach! How 
gladly Jonah must have responded to 
his recommission! 

I fear that many backsliders are act- 
ing upon the principle incorporated in 
the song of yesteryear which says: 

I walked the woodland meadows 
Where sweet the thrushes sing, 
’ And found on a bed of mosses 
A bird with a broken wing. 
I healed its wound, and each morning 
It sang its sweet old strain; 


But the bird with a broken pinion 
Never soared as high again. 


I found a young life rea 
By sin’s seductive ar 
os 4 touched with a “Christitke pity, 
I took him to my hea: 
He lived with a noble a 
And struggled not in vain; 
But the life that sin has stricken 
Never soared as high again 
—Hezekiah Butterworth 


This may be so with a thrush which 
man has healed; but it need not be so 
in the case of a saint with whom the 
Lord has dealt. 
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To me it seems that Aaron was a far 
more gracious and considerate high 
priest after his pinion, so to speak, had 
been broken, by his contact with the 
golden calf. And did Peter ever soar 
higher than at Pentecost? And that 
was after his wing was severely broken 
by his cowardly denial of his Lord. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). ° 


“And God saw ... that they turned 
from their evil way .. .” (Jonah 3:10). 
—Jonah was a “sign” to the people of 
Nineveh—a sign they did not disregard. 
How they learned of his remarkable, 
yea miraculous, experience, we are not 
told. But if there was an interval of 
time such as we have suggested above, 
that would be sufficient for the news 
to spread far and wide. Rest assured 
the mariners would relate their part of 
the story, and Jonah would tell his 
part; hence, to the Ninevites, Jonah 
was a messenger that had, as it were, 
passed through death, burial, and resur- 
rection to come to them. 

When the prophet cried and said, 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown,” the people believed God, 
repented, and performed works meet 
for repentance; and God acted upon 
His prerogative, stated by Jeremiah: 
“If that nation, against whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will 
repent of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them” (18:8). 

The “greater than Jonas,” the Lord 
Jesus Christ, has actually passed 
through death, burial, and resurrection 
for our sins ‘and our justification. As a 
consequence, “repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem” (Luke 24: 47). 


“But it displeased Jonah exceed- 
ingly ...” (Jonah 4:1).—I like Dr. A. 
R. Fausset’s comment on this passage. 
He says: “Jonah, despairing of any- 
thing effectual being done for God in 
Israel, unless there were first given a 
striking example of severity, thought 
when he proclaimed the downfall of 
Nineveh in forty days, that now at 
last God is about to give such an ex- 
ample; so when this means of awaken- 
ing Israel was set aside by God’s mercy 
on Nineveh’s repentance, he was bit- 
terly disappointed, not from pride nor 
mercilessness, but from hopelessness as 
to anything being possible for the ref- 
ormation of Israel, now that his cher- 
ished hope is baffled. But God’s plan 
was to teach Israel, by the example of 
Nineveh, how inexcusable is their own 
impenitence and how inevitable their 
ruin if they persevere. Repenting 
Nineveh has proved herself more wor- 
thy of God’s favor than apostate Israel 

. Jonah could not. foresee that Mes- 
siah Himself was thus to apply that 
history” (Matt. 12:38-41). 


“And should not I spare Nineveh, 
that great city ... ?” (Jonah 4:11.)— 
Jonah had pity on a gourd which sprang 
up in a night, and gave him shade from 
the burning sun and perished in a night; 
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should not God have pity and spare a 
great city wherein were 120,000 chil- 
dren (Deut. 1:39), besides adults and 
much cattle? 


Wawona, CALIF. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED Hymns 


“O for a Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy wide-embracing love that sent Thy 
Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
Forgive us that we fail so greatly in 


. love to people of other color and tongue 


and are content to enjoy our Christian- 
ity and our prosperity, not sharing 
either with those who need them. Give 
us of Thy pitying concern for all sorts 
and conditions of men and help us first 
to know the Saviour for ourselves and 
then to share Him with others in need 
of Him. Bless our faithful missionaries 
in their work of giving the Word of Life 
to those in spiritual death. Do a mighty 
work of Thy Spirit in reviving Thy 
people and in sending conviction to 
those still unsaved. So may they heed 
the testimony of their Christian friends 
and seek the Saviour. Bless our study 
of this lesson today and guide us 
through the week ahead that we may 
serve Thy will in all things. Forgive 
our sins, show mercy to the tried and 
troubled, and bring at last the full 
victory of Christ in this world He died 
to redeem. We ask all in His dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Jonah was the 
victim of mistaken patriotism. Because 
Assyria was a great threat to his own 
nation, he wanted Nineveh destroyed. It 
made him angry fhat his message had 
been a means of sparing from destruc- 
tion the most dangerous foes of his own 
people. Patriotism is noble, but it must 
not be allowed to harden into hate of 
other people. When the Spanish fleet was 
sunk in Santiago, one noble American 
officer, Captain Philip, said: “Don’t cheer 
boys, those poor fellows are dying.” He 
did not let his patriotism crush sympathy 
and humanity out of his heart in that 
hour of victory. And we today should 





SHARE THE GOSPEL 


‘ano WITH Foe" 


be careful not to let hatred of those we 
consider our foes poison our souls to- 
ward them. 

In pity for Nineveh, God sent them a 
foreign missionary to call them to repent 
and that is still His chief way of show- 
ing mercy to sinners in peril of perish- 
ing. And we who know the Saviour 
have an obligation to do all in our 
power to get the Gospel to all nations. 
We may not hug the Gospel to ourselves 











and deny it to others by indifference, ° 
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Lesson for September 13 


selfishness, and unwillingness to sacri- 
fice. “We’ve a story to tell to the na- 
tions.” Let us get it to them. It is the 
only hope if the world is not to perish 
and ourselves with it. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


ye: 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, some years ago a large 

part of the world was laughing at 
the unintentional exploit of “Wrong 
Way Corrigan,” a young pilot who 
mounted his plane in New York one 
night to fly to the Pacific Coast. When 
daylight came he found himself far out 
over the Atlantic Ocean, headed to- 
ward Dublin, Ireland. Some of you 
may be old enough to remember this. 
Further back, perhaps thirty years ago, 
a similar blunder occurred in the Rose 
Bowl, which threw the sporting world 
into hysterics: a player (I forget his 
name) ran with the ball from scrim- 
mage to the wrong goal, followed hard 
by both teams, his teammates screaming 
to him to come back. Many thousands 
of fans listening to radio “play by 
play” were in an uproar over the event: 
I was listening with a group in a Texas 
hotel lobby. The excitement was ter- 
rific. 

Our lesson today has to do with an- 
other wrong-way exploit, filled with 
tragic sequences, but different in this 
respect: Jonah knew what he was do- 
ing: He deliberately planned it. He 
was actually running away from God 
—or trying to do so. He was reversing 
God’s very distinct and definite orders. 
Instead of obeying God’s instructions 
and going to Nineveh to preach the 
Gospel to those pagans, he ran down 
to the sea and boarded a ship for Tar- 
shish (now known as Spain) over 2,000 
miles, the length of the Mediterranean 
Sea. But Jonah was not long in finding 
what a great mistake he was making, 
in thinking he could get out of God’s 
sight. 

Surely Jonah must have had access 
to the Psalms. He must have read 
what David had written more than a 
hundred years before: “Whither shall 
I go from thy spirit?‘ or whither shall 
I flee from thy presence? If I ascend 
up into heaven, thou art there: if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. If I take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea; even there shall thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me” (Psa. 139:7-10). A rocket-driven 
missile into space would not serve the 
purpose, though I doubt not Jonah 
would have tried it, if available. I re- 
gret that the whole episode was not 
included in the lesson assignment, for 
the whale incident is one of the most 
thrilling incidents in the book, and I 
love it. I believe every word of it. I 
am so glad, fellows, that there are state- 
ments in the Bible record that I cannot 
understand, knowing that I can implic- 
itly trust my Heavenly Father, whose 
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knowledge and power are infinite. If 
God could open up the earth to 
swallow Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
(Num. 26:10), why could He not pre- 
pare a big fish to rescue Jonah? If 
God could bring into being this mar- 
velous universe, with its millions of 
planets in infinite space, by the word 
of His power, why couldn’t He make 
room for a prayer meeting in the belly 
of a whale? If God could create a 
woman out of a rib from Adam, why 
couldn’t He, with no other means, form 
the body of His Son in the womb of 
Mary? 

For us little humans to question God’s 
creative power is like a little insect 
(an ant, for instance) disputing with 
Einstein his theory of relativity. Indeed, 
that’s a weak illustration. 

But we do not want to miss the 
lesson of the gourd vine and God’s 
compassion for those sixty thousand 
Ninevites. “The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous 
in mercy. . . . Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him. For he knoweth our 
frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust” (Psa. 103:8, 13, 14). The Lord 
“is longsuffering to us-ward, not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 
3:8). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE Book of Jonah contains only 
four short chapters, but what it tells 
is both important and interesting. 

Jonah was a prophet of Israel. Sec- 
ond Kings 14:25 tells of a prophecy he 
made that was fulfilled in the days of 
Jeroboam II. But the Book of Jonah 
is about a part of his own life. 

The Lord called Jonah and told him 
to go to the city of Nineveh and warn 
them of His coming judgment on them. 
Jonah did not want to go. He shrank 
from the long, dangerous journey, and 
he disliked the Assyrians, who were al- 
ways enemies of Israel. Jonah did not 
want to warn them, so that they might 
repent. He preferred to have Nineveh 
destroyed. 

So when God told him to go to Nine- 
veh, he went to the dock and got on a 
boat that would take him in an op- 
posite direction. 

Now let us read the first chapter of 
Jonah in the same way. we once read 
Ruth: First, we will choose a girl to 
read everything in each chapter that 
is not direct conversation. A second 
girl can read all Jonah’s-words, a third 
everything the Lord said, and a fourth 
what the shipmaster said. The rest of 
us can read in unison what was ,said 
by the members of the crew. Very 
good. 

Because our time is short we will 
skip chapter 2, which is Jonah’s prayer 
from inside the fish, and we will go on 
and read chapters 3 and 4, using the 
same girls as we did in chapter 1 for 
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the Reader, for Jonah, and to read 
what the Lord said. But we must 
choose another to be King of Nineveh. 

Didn’t you enjoy reading this? And 
we know it is true, for it is part of 
God’s Word. The miracles in Jonah’s 
life seem harder for some people to ac- 
cept than other Bible miracles. I can- 
not see why. True, God prepared a 
great fish to swallow Jonah, to keep , 
him safe inside of it, and to throw 
Jonah up again on a beach three days 
later. These are all miracles, but so 
are dividing the Red Sea, sending manna 
from Heaven, and certainly raising dead 
people back to life. Those who have 
trouble in believing miracles do not 
understand how great God is. In the 
first place, He made the fish. He made 
Jonah, too. Why should it ‘be difficult 
for Him to prepare a fish to receive 
Jonah, or to cause it to swallow him at 
the right moment? 

The Book of Jonah reveals God’s in- 
terest in, and concern for people who 
were not Israelites. Though Israel was 
His chosen nation, He stopped a storm 
at sea in His mercy to heathen sailors. 
In chapter 4, verse 2, Jonah explained 
that he had not wanted to go to Nine- 
veh in the first place, because, know- 
ing that the Lord was gracious and 
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merciful, he feared that God - would 
postpone His judgments if the Ninevites 
repented. 

One of my college professors told 
our class that the God of the Old Testa- 
ment was stern and merciless and cared 
only for the Israelites, whereas the God 
of the New Testament was kind and 
forgiving and loved the whole world. 
I copied out many verses for this man 
and Jonah 4:2 was one of them, to show 
him that the Old Testament does not 
represent God as he said. I also copied 
out verses from the New Testament 
showing that God is there shown to be 
one who will surely punish sin. The 
professor said he was too busy to read 
that paper. Anyway, finding and writ- 
ing those verses was a help to me, for 
although God’s love could not be fully 
revealed before the cross, here in Jonah, 
and many other places in the Old Testa- 
ment, His mercy and kindness are evi- 
dent. And after studying the Bible for 
that professor’s benefit, I was more 
firmly convinced than ever that it re- 
veals from cover to cover the same 
holy God. 

Look again at the last verse of this 
Book. Here is an indication that God 
eares for little children. These one 
hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who could not tell their right hand 
from their left must have been young 
children, not more than five or six 
years old. Their Creator cared for 
them, and even for the cattle. 

This Book does not make us admire 
Jonah, first because of his disobedience, 
later because of his anger. However, 
although he did not want to, he did 
finally obey the Lord. He faithfully 
did as God had commanded him, for 
his preaching brought the city to re- 
pentance. He was hot and uncomfort- 
able, as well as far from his native 
land, his relatives and friends. If you 
or I were sent with such a message as 
his on a long journey to an enemy coun- 
try, we might sympathize with him, 
rather than blame him. 

The story of Jonah is especially im- 
‘portant because the Lord Jesus used 
.Jonah’s experience inside the great fish 
as a type of His own death and resur- 
rection. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


What Jonah Found Out 
(Jonah 3:1, 2, 5; 4:5-11) 
STAR for the last Memory Verse 
(Psa. 145:9) may be placed on the 
bookmark at the end of the Books of 
Poetry. Continue review of the Minor 
Prophets. Locate Nahum, Habakkuk, 
and Zephaniah and add them to the 
time ladder. The prophets may be 
listed as contemporary with Jeremiah. 
Nahum foretold the doom of Nineveh, 
and it happened that time! 

Poor Jonah! He had so many un- 
happy experiences! But he learned 
some important lessons from them. He 
has told us about his experiences so we 
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would not have to learn them the hard 
way, too. What have you learned from 
him so far? 

Now Jonah was back where he 
started from. Again God had a message 
for him. (Read Jonah 3:1, 2. Then 
switch to 1:3.) Is that what he did? 
No! This time—(read 3:3, 4). Was 
-that just the message Jonah would en- 
joy giving? You’ remember Nineveh 
was the capital of a country that was 
an enemy to Jonah’s country. But 
what happened when Jonah gave this 
warning from God? (Read vv. 5-9.) 
Can you see the great king making 
the decree for all to pray and fast and 
stop their wicked ways, then leaving 
his throne, changing his rich robe for 
rough, scratchy sackcloth, sitting on the 
pile where the ashes from the fire were 
dumped, throwing ashes up into the air 
and letting them fall all over him, no 
dinner, no supper, not even a drink of 
water, but praying and pleading over 
and over for God to have mercy and 
spare them from destruction? 

Jonah went to a place outside the 
city where he could watch to see what 
happened. He made himself a little 
shelter from the fierce sun. The days 
went by, forty days, and nothing hap- 
pened! Jonah was disgusted. The Lord 
kept those people safe even after He 
had sent them a message of destruction! 
Jonah was so disgusted that he wanted 
to quit, to lie down and die right then. 
(Read his prayer in 4:2, 3.) So the 
Lord planned an object lesson to teach 
Jonah lesson number two. 

A spreading vine with big leaves 
grew up over Jonah’s little shelter, and 
kept the sun off. How glad Jonah was 
for the coolness and shadow of that 
vine! But he still was sort of sulking 
because God had not killed all those 
people in Nineveh. Then one morning 
the big, cooling leaves of the vine be- 
gan to wilt, and soon all was withered 
under the hot sun. A worm had 
gnawed into the stem. Now the hot 
sun and the hot breeze from the east 
struck full on Jonah’s head. He felt 
sick all over and discouraged, and 
wished he were dead. Why couldn’t that 
worm have let his vine alone! 

Then God spoke, “Are you all upset 
about a vine’s getting killed?” . “Yes,” 
replied Jonah, “I am. I don’t even 
want to live.” “So you would have 
saved a vine that you didn’t even plant 
or tend, which grew up quickly and 
wilted quickly. Shouldn’t I save Nine- 
veh, a big city, where there are more 
than 120,000 little children who do not 
even know their right hand from their 
left, and many, many animals?” What 
do you suppose Jonah said to that? 
His story stops right there. But I guess 
he got the point! Do you? 

What points do you see for a fellow— 
or girl—(1) getting out of trouble when 
he has done wrong? (2) having a 
second chance to make good? (3) get- 
ting discouraged and sulking because 
he doesn’t have his own way? (4) 
seeing people he does not like have 
good things come to them? 

“The Lord is gracious, and full of 
compassion; slow to anger, and of great 
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mercy” (Psa. 145:8, Memory Verse), 
Find it in your Bible, and see what 
comes next. 

Orono, MAINE. 


we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
ggg ee be had upon request from 

the Editors, e terns School Times, 
325 N. 13th S8t., Philad 5. 

A list of the lessons 7 the year Ra 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same Ph 
Our Response to God’s Goodness.—The 

Lord is good to ail: and his tender 
mercies are over all his works (Psa. 


145:9, Golden Text). 
“The Lord is good” (Psa. 145:9). 
THEN TRY HIM. 
“The Lord is good” (Psa. 34:8). 
THEN TRUST HIM. 
“The Lord is good” (Psa. 100:5). 
THEN THANK HIM. 
“The Lord is good” (Nah. 1:7). 
THEN TELL OF HIM. 
—From the Harvester Mission’s “Praise 
and Prayer Messenger.” Sent by the 
late Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


He Keeps Calling—And the word of 
the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time (Jonah 3:1). 

He called me FIRST in the early morn, 


As I stood by the smilin hag 
But I ocoie not, for the ay aw born, 
Was a that was to me. 


So I — my castles, and dreamed my 


dream: 
And wondered — they should fall? 
Till night drew n and the sunset gleams 
Brofight back the t thought of His call. 


He called AGAIN, one busy noon, 
But my plans loomed large that day 
So I set f sail and forgot so soon 
That the Master had come my way. 


But the ae were fierce that day, Ah me! 
’ And the ade alone throug ” the storm; 
—— by adows, returning, off there on 


ie qua: 
Mothought Toes the Master’s form. 


And as I entered the harbor at last 
I. saw Him quietly 
And though I had heeded not in the past, 

He gently helped me to land. 


And so He called me AGAIN, that day, ‘ 
As we stood by the ragin 


g sea; 
Now He holds my hand and I walk His way, | 


Since He called through-the storm to me. 
—From Nell Ruth Roffe, in Bible Expos- 
itor and Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Disobedience Is Always Downward.— 
Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, 
and preach unto it the preaching that I 
bid thee (Jonah 3:2). Jonah not only 
paid the fare of the ship in which he 
tried to run away from God, but he also 
paid the full price of his disobedience. 
Notice that in his whole career he was 
going “down.” He went “down to 
Joppa.” From the sweet, free highlands, 
where he walked and talked with God, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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‘lesson for September 13 
to the miasma of the lowlands, he went 
down. He went “down into the ship,” 
and then down into the sea, and then 
down into the whale, and then, in the 
whale, down to the very bottom of the 
great deep! Disobedience to God means 
“Down” is the 
key word to every life that flees from 
God and duty.—From The Faith. - Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Jonah’s “Foolishness of Preaching.”— 
And God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way (Jonah 3:10). 
Governor Sweet of Colorado told me 
that Billy Sunday’s preaching in Denver 
had changed a majority of 10,000 “wet” 
votes in that city into a “dry” majority 
of 40,000. Indeed, by “the foolishness of 
preaching,” Jonah changed the great 
city of Nineveh from heathenism to the 
true God (Jonah 3:4-8)—From Wm. H. 
Ridgway, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


Hand Over the Reins!—But it dis- 
pleased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry (Jonah 4:1). During a stage 
journey Henry Drummond fell into con- 
versation with his carriage driver. The 
great preacher was astonished to learn 
that his driver had once been a promi- 
nent professional man, but because of a 
vicious personal habit which he had 
been unable to master he had been 
compelled to seek employment as an 
unskilled laborer. During the conversa- 
tion the driver earnestly appealed to 
Mr. Drummond for help. After reciting 
some accepted rules for breaking the 
power of bad habits, the celebrated 
preacher asked the driver this question: 
“Friend, if your team were running 
away with you, even after you had used 
every means within your power to hold 
them, what would you do if you sud- 
denly learned that there was a person 
sitting beside you who knew exactly 
how to control your team and save you 
from disaster?” “Sir,” the driver re- 
plied quickly, “I’d hand over the reins 
to him.” And then Mr. Drummond told 
him about Jesus Christ, who is able to 
control our lives if we but “hand over 
the reins to Him.” Just so with unholy 
tempers, undisciplined angers that keep 
life from being victorious, that threaten 
to ruin us—let them be handed over to 
Jesus Christ, who is able to control and 
give spiritual victory. We must learn 
the secret of getting the best of anger. 
“Be ye angry, and sin not,” or do not let 
resentment lead you into sin—From 
Alliance Weekly. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


No Refuge Except in Mercy.—I knew 
that thou art a gracious God, and merci- 
ful, ... (Jonah 4:2). What would we 
ever have done if God had not been 
merciful? There could never have been 
a soul saved in the world. There is a 
story of a man who dreams that he is 
out in an open field in a fierce, driving 
storm. He is wildly seeking a refuge. 
He sees one gate over which “Holiness” 
is written. There seems to be shelter 
inside, and he knocks. The .door is 
opened by one in white garments, but 
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none save the holy can be admitted, and 
he is not holy. So he hurries on to seek 
shelter elsewhere. He sees another gate, 
and tries that, but “Truth” is inscribed 
above it, and he is not fit to enter. He 
hastens to a third, which is the palace of 
Justice, but armed sentinels keep the 
door, and only the righteous can be re- 
ceived. At last, when he is almost in 
despair, he sees a light shining some 
distance away, and hastens toward it. 
The door stands wide open, and beauti- 
ful angels meet him with welcomes of 
joy. It is the house of Mercy, and he is 
taken in and finds refuge from the 
storm, and is hospitably entertained. 
Not one of us can ever find a refuge at 
any door save the door of Mercy. Our 
refuge is in the very heart of God— 
From J. R. Miller, in “Climbing the 
Heights.” Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


More Interested in Gourds Than a 
Lost World.—Then said the Lord, Thou 
hast had pity on the gourd, for the 
which thou hast not laboured, neither 
madest it grow; which came up in a 
night, and perished in a night (Jonah 4: 
10). Jonah was worried about a gourd 
but not concerned about Nineveh. Too 
many of us are more occupied with the 
gourd vines of our own comfort than 
burdened over the need of a world. 
Then, too, Nineveh’s repentance made 
Jonah appear mistaken in his prophecy 
of doom. It may be that some prophets 
today may almost seem disappointed if 
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men repent when they expected ruin 
instead. A turning to God among sin- 
ners today would make some Jonahs 
peevish, for their programs did not an- 
ticipate an upset. Beware of getting 
wrought up over a gourd, more inter- 
ested in sitting in the shade than in re- 
joicing over the salvation of souls. And 
how a complacent fundamentalism 
needs to get out from under its arbors 
and trellises, losing its life to find it in 
evangelizing a lost world!—From “Day 
by Day,” by Vance Havner. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 
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Me 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


i py disobeyed God. Disobedience 
is sin. And sin must be punished. 
When Jonah refused to become a mis- 
sionary as God had commanded, God 
prepared a great fish that swallowed 
Jonah. He spent three days and three 
nights inside the fish. Disobedience to 
God is a dreadful sin. 

Jonah must have been feeling very 
sick by the time he got out of that fish’s 
belly! But in no time at all, God spoke 
to him again. When God had first 
spoken to Jonah and told him to be a 
missionary to the people of Nineveh, 
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He had explained, “Their wickedness 
has come up before me.” Jonah knew 
very well about the wickedness of the 
people of Nineveh. They were so 
wicked and killed so many and tor- 
tured so many, that their city had be- 
come known as “bloody Nineveh.” 
Jonah knew all about that. He did not 
want to have anything to do with those 
wicked foreigners. God knew about 
them, too. And He wanted them to 
Jearn of Him so that they would repent 
and be forgiven. 

When God spoke to Jonah the second 
time, He made no explanation. How 
grateful Jonah should have been after 
his rescue from the big fish! But God 
knew that Jonah was not truly grate- 
ful. So He spoke to him as a master 
speaks to a. servant, commanding: 
“Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great 
city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee.” 

Jonah got up and went and preached 
as the Lord told him. Nineveh was an 
extremely large city. It was sur- 
rounded by a high, high wall (100 feet 
high!). Not only was the wall high, 
it was wide—wide enough for three 
horse-drawn chariots to drive side by 
side. The city was protected by many 
high (200 feet high!) watch towers (1500 
of them!). Oh, Nineveh was a great 
city. And great cities needed good 
protection. 

When Jonah got into Nineveh, he 
started to preach. But he preached the 
most unusual sermon and certainly the 
shortest sermon that anyone could pos- 
sibly preach. He cried, “Forty days 
more and Nineveh shall be _ over- 
thrown.” That was all. But do you 
know what happened? The people of 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 653) 


1. To go to Nineveh and warn it of 
coming destruction (Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 4). 
2. He was cast overboard en route 
to Spain and swallowed by a great fish. 

3. His patient long-suffering. 

4. Assyria was a Gentile nation, and 
historically the deadly enemy of the 
Jews. 

5. From the king down, they re- 
pented with fasting and in sackcloth 
and ashes (3:5-8). 

6. He was obviously speaking in the 
power of God;' moreover, he was a 
“sign” to them (Matt. 16:4): had not the 
Almighty revealed His power in punish- 
ing, then rescuing Jonah? 

7. He was displeased, angry, and pet- 
ulant (Jonah 4:1). 

8. His prediction (3:4) would not be 
fulfilled, and thus he would be dis- 
credited; Israel’s enemy Nineveh would 
be spared. 

9. A great fish, a gourd, a worm, 
and an east wind (1:17; 4:6, 7, 8). 

10. God is deeply interested in the 
spiritual welfare of all men, Gentiles 
and Jews alike. 


Mep1A, Pa. 
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Nineveh believed God and immediately 
they were sorry for their awful sins. 
Even the king took off his royal robes 
and dressed .in clothes that were usu- 
ally worn at times of great sorrow (as 
at funerals). He commanded the peo- 
ple: “Let no person or animal taste 
anything at all; let them not eat or 
drink water. Let every man and every 
animal put on sorrow clothes and cry 
out earnestly to God. Let every one 
turn ‘from his evil way and from his 
violence. Maybe it is not too late. 
Maybe even yet God will not kill us. 
Maybe He won’t be angry with us any 
more.” 

Imagine that! After such a little 
sermon from a preacher who was half 
angry with God for making him preach 
to such wicked people, the whole city 
was sorry for its sin and asked God’s 
forgiveness. Why were there such 
amazing results? Because God loves 
everyone everywhere. It is not His 
will that any should perish. He wants 
all men to come to Him. It was not 
Jonah’s preaching that had caused the 
people to repent. They repented be- 
cause God had already spoken to their 
hearts and prepared them for His 
message. And do you know what hap- 
pened? When God saw that the peo- 
ple of Nineveh were truly sorry for 
their sin, He decided at once not to 
destroy their city. 

If Jonah were the kind of mission- 
ary preacher that he should have been, 
he would have been happy that God 
was not going to kill the Ninevites. 
But instead, like a spoiled child, he 
started to pout. He even begged God 
to take his life. Do you know why? 
He had preached that God was going 
to destroy their city. Now the people 
might think (this is what Jonah 
thought) that he had made a mistake. 
He had been foolish. God was not go- 
ing to do as Jonah had said he would 
do. Down deep inside, Jonah thought 
that the wicked people of Nineveh de- 
served to be punished, and he did not 
enjoy seeing them have God’s mercy. 
He had been punished for disobedience. 
He wanted them to be punished for 
their wickedness. Jonah forgot two 
things: (1) that the people of Nineveh 
had been sorry for their sin and asked 
God’s forgiveness; (2) that Jonah had 
not been truly sorry nor had he asked 
God’s forgiveness. Never be like Jonah 
—never! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Lord’s Day 
(Continued from page 648) 


cept, the meetings we plan, the time 
we get to bed. And when the initiative 
is ours, we can be helpful to other 
Christians by the way we lead them to 
spend their Saturday nights. 

(8) Spiritual preparation for the 
Lord’s Day will predispose us toward 
the sort of day God wants to give us. 
Our attitude should be one of expect- 
ancy as we approach Sunday. 

And if: we find a spiritual Sabbath 








boring, how shall we be happy in 
Heaven? For this day of rest speaks of 
that time when we shall rest from our 
labors, when the curse of toil and sweat — 


will cease, when we shall find, in God’s - 


glad service, perfect freedom. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 13 


2. How To Read the Bible 
(Luke 4:16-20; 1 Tim. 4:13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and ate 
used by permission. 

T IS said that at an evening company 
in the home of a prominent English- 
man in London, a famous actor who 
was present was asked to give a read- 
ing. He chose to recite the 23rd Psalm, 
and, to the beautiful words, he lent all 
the skill of his training and art, with 
perfect inflection and intonation. There 
was a burst of instant applause when 
he finished. A little later in the evening, 
an elderly pastor was asked to say @ 
few words. Not knowing of the actor’s 
earlier choice he began with the same 
23rd Psalm. At the close there was si- 
lence, but there was not a dry eye in 
the group. It was then that the actor 
stepped forward and grasped the pas- 
tor’s hand, saying, “Sir, I know the 
Psalm, but you know the Shepherd!” 
b4 
This week’s topic, the second in a 
“How To” series, is intended to stimu- 
late us in learning how to read the 
Bible more effectively in public. We 
have all, no doubt, had the painful ex- 
perience of listening to someone stum- 
bling through a Scripture passage, 
mispronouncing words and giving little 
of the real sense of the message, showing, 
in the first place, that he had made very 
little preparation for his reading, and, 
in the second place, that the words he 
read meant very little to him. If we, 
as Christian young people, believe that 
the Bible is the Word of God and His 
special message to us, it is certainly 
dishonoring to God and to His Word to 
handle it in such a careless and slipshod 
manner. It deserves the best we can 
bring to it in clear speaking, skillful in- 
flection,, and accurate enunciation. If 
you had an important letter from the 
President of the United States that was 
to be shared with your young people’s 
group, you would not think of mum- 
bling and stumbling through it. You 
would want to read each word slowly 
and impressively, so that everyone 
might know exactly what the President 
said. Does the message from the King 
of kings and Lord of lords mean any 
less to you and to those who are listen- P 
ing? 
4 
Now, important as it is to learn how 
to read in public, clearly and skillfully, 
it is even more important to recognize, 
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as did the actor, that there is something 
more than good expression. Knowing 
the Writer will make all the difference 
in the world in our reading of His 
Word. When those who listen sense in 
our voice our conviction of the truth 
of what we read, it will grip their at- 
tention and often will reach their 
hearts. Hence our own personal fellow- 
ship with God through prayer and our 
own personal reading of His Word will 
lend something to our public reading 
of the Bible that nothing else can con- 
tribute. 
we 
. You will find it helpful, if you can do 
so without annoying others, to do your 
daily Bible reading aloud. In that way 
you will learn to use your voice cor- 
rectly and you will be challenged to 
find the correct pronunciation of words. 
Reading aloud will help you to over- 
come a tendency to read too fast or in 
a careless manner. As you read, try to 
understand the meaning to you of what 
you are reading, and if it is not clear, 
pause and think about it for a while or 
consult a good commentary until you 
yourself have a clear picture of what is 
written. Only in this way can you con- 
vey to others the meaning of a Scrip- 
ture portion as you read to them. 
ye 


Above all, ask the writer of the Scrip- 
tures, the Holy Spirit, to help you un- 
derstand in your own heart what you 
are reading and to help you speak it 
forth in a way that others may under- 
stand also. He is infinitely more eager 
to get His message across to your heart 
and to the hearts of others than you 
are, and you may count implicitly upon 
His enabling if you will give the time 
to read and study, and if you evidence 
a sincere desire to understand and help 
others to understand. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
. tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The New Testament. A _ Book-by- 
Book Survey. By Mark Cambron, 
Litt.D., D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $5.95.) Dr. Cam- 
bron begins his presentation of each 
book of the New Testament by giving 
Salient facts about it, such as a- brief 
word concerning the writer, the date, 
the key verse, the key theme, the pur- 
pose, and the attraction of the book. 
This is followed by a synopsis outline, 
usually in a highly alliterative form, 
and a running account of the contents 
of each section. There is much in the 
author’s treatment that will commend 
itself to the reader. Dr. Cambron is 
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obviously a man with a warm faith in 
the Book, and with an earnest desire 
to make its contents known and under- 
stood. 

However, the value of the author’s 
work is greatly lessened by the strange 
teachings and emphases that are found 
in it. So extreme is his dispensational 
emphasis that he permits himself such 
a statement as, “The Gospels of Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John contain 
little Gospel”! (p. 32.) While, stating, 
in connection with the Sermon on the 
Mount, that truth is truth for any age, 
he seems to believe that much of the 
Gospel of Matthew has no application 
to our own time. The sin against the 
Holy Spirit is called “a dispensational 
sin” (p. 28). He apparently accepts 
an explanation that the first four para- 
bles of Matthew 13 apply to the Gen- 
tiles, because “these were spoken after 
Jesus went out of the house and sat 
by the seaside, the house being applied 
to the House of Israel, and the seaside 
being applied to the Gentiles” (p. 30). 
An author may well believe that these 
parables are for the Gentiles, but his 
belief ought to have better foundation 
than this. Dr. Cambron’s explanation 
of Christ’s statement that “that day and 
that hour knoweth no man... neither 
the Son” (p. 65) is ingenious, but hardly 
satisfying. His argument for including 
Mark 16:9-18 in the canon is based on 
numerics (p. 65). The author claims 
that the only one of the twelve tribes 
that is not lost today is the. tribe of 
Levi—this tribe lives on in all the peo- 
ple by the name of Cohen, according 
to Cambron. The Cohens will be the 
priests who offer up sacrifices during 
the Great Tribulation (p. 75). And this 
is presented as though it were on Bibli- 
cal authority! In like manner, we are 
told, without any qualification what- 
ever, that “John, the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, was put into a pot of 
boiling oil in Rome, but escaped un- 
harmed” (p. 78). In order to main- 
tain a distinction that he has previously 
made, Dr. Cambron goes so far as to 
say, “While the considered Scriptures 
speak of the Kingdom of God, we 
know by the context that the Lord 
Jesus is considering the Kingdom of 
Heaven...” (pp. 91, 92). 


These are not isolated quotations, 
snatched from their context. The book 
is characterized by such looseness of 
thinking, and such lack of objectivity, 
in many more places. The author’s 
aim is no doubt a worthy one, but his 
methods of interpretation are highly 
questionable, and many of his state- 
ments will not stand careful examina- 
tion. The book represents no worthy 
contribution to the literature of the 
New Testament; it is a poor: example 
of evangelical scholarship. 


To All Nations. By Dorothy Heider- 
stadt. (Thomas Nelson & Sons, New 
York 17; $2.95.) A work of unusual 
interest and value is this book, telling 
how the Bible came to many peoples 
of the world. Twelve men, living in 
five different centuries and on five con- 
tinents, faced hostility, hardship, and 
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even death, in order that the Word of 
God might be given to the people in 
their own tongues. The book includes 
a large, full-page picture of each, with 
a gripping story of his life and minis- 
try. Many other valuable facts of his- 
tory and missions are vividly portrayed. 
Wycliffe, Luther, Tyndale, and the part 
they took in early Christian history; 
Carey, Morrison, Judson, Moffat, and 
others—all contribute to the value of 
the work. Also there are most interest- 
ing glimpses into the lives of many 
peoples of other lands. New and re- 
vealing scenes on many mission fields 
are given. The life stories are warmly 
and appealingly told, the writing is 
admirable, and the whole makes a 
most valuable, thrilling, and informing 
work. 








Spring Beaver Hunt 
(Continued from page 651) 


this prayer, Jimmy “happened” to give 
me a piece of beaver liver. It is abso- 
lutely the tenderest, tastiest liver ever, 
and delightfwl change from the tough, 
greasy meat. I liked it so much that 
they gave me some more for supper. 
Kept a piece for breakfast today. Feel 
much better and didn#t get tired on two- 
hour move to a creek. Weather cool 
and bracing. Very thankful for these 
mercies. Slept 4 to 6 pm. Then it 
started to snow hard, and I built a 
shelter with all our tarps. Men back 
about 9 with one or two beaver apiece. 
Came over a height of land today. I 
find walking in the muskeg and lowland 
very depressing to the spirit, and hence 
overly tiring to the body, while I really 
enjoy walking on uplands. 

Saturday, 30th. Three or four inches 
of snow on the ground. Traveled about 
three hours to a lake on Joseph’s trap 
line—Joseph and I, that is. Jimmy and 
Albert off towards a creek, to meet us 
again tomorrow. Sat for about three 
hours by a beaver house this evening. 
Saw him once, but not in position for a 
shot. Got very cold, weather near 
freezing. My feet were desperately cold 








660 (16) 


and numb this am., walking with wet 
moccasins in the snow (moccasin rub- 
bers are worse than useless in this—very 
slippery). This lake is a nice spot; 
many ducks, coots, loons, grebes nesting. 

I get a kick out of watching the dogs. 
Of course in the a.m. when the packs 
are being put on, there is great yelping 
and excitement with the men yelling to 
the dogs to shut up, hold still, etc. 
Then the dogs are turned loose to rush 
around the camp foraging for scraps, 
and as soon as we men shoulder our 
packs we're off. Some of the dogs doa 
lot of running around through the brush 
for a while but soon settle down to 
plodding along behind the men. Albert 
has one big shaggy dog who spends all 
his time exploring in the bush, some- 
times ahead of us, sometimes behind, 
usually off to the side of the trail. 
Blaze is a character. ‘He is bound and 
determined always to be the first in 
line, no matter who is walking ahead. 
He goes charging past, shouldering the 
other dogs out of the way, growling at 
any who offer to resist. Whenever I'll 
let him, he’ll stay way out ahead of all 
the men and dogs. He seems as untiring 
as the Indian men. 

Sunday, 31st. Put in a long day today. 
Up at 4.30, away at 7.30 on Joseph’s trap 
line trail. Met Jimmy and Albert where 
we forded the Netla River about 9.30. 
Traveled eleven hours, counting out 
three lunch stops—not on “trails” as we 
of a White Mountain [N.H.] back- 
ground know them, but through deep 
moss, water, mud, over windfalls, etc., 
with very infrequently some nice going 
in small poplar growth. Walking in 
snow at first, to the great discomfort of 
my feet. Very thankful to get out of 
that as we headed down off the high 
plateau towards the Liard River, where 
the spring season is more advanced. 
Reached Netla at 9.15 p.m., had a nice 
supper of eggs and bannock at Albert’s, 
then headed home with the boat, in a 
cold drizzling rain by the murky 
twilight, protected by Jimmy’s parka 
which I borrowed, arriving home 11.45 
p.m., cold, but happy and thankful to 
be home with the family again, and 
grateful for many mercies and a very 
profitable trip. 

I am always intrigued to watch these 
native men at *work in the bush. 
Around the whites they have the de- 
meanor of a subservient people, but in 
the wiiderness they come into their own. 
Jimmy especially is a craftsman at all 
he does. All his movements—skinning 
a beaver, picking a way through the 
brush, cutting boughs and poles for a 
camp, patching moccasins, tying the 
packs onto the dogs, or whatever it be— 
are executed without hurry but with 
precision and skill and no loss of energy. 
Living in this raw wilderness without 
wearing oneself out at it is a real art, 
and these men are masters of it from 
their own experience and from that of 
countless past generations. Also it is a 
marvelous thing to see how they travel 
unerringly from one place to another. in 
the bush country where to the eye of the 
average white man there are no land- 
marks of any sort to be seen. At any 
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time of day or night they can point out, 
without thinking twice, the direction to 
any location, and can set off and arrive 
at that place, no matter how many miles 
distant. They claim that they do some- 
times get lost, but it is only temporarily 
and very infrequently. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 7 to 13 


Mon.—Jonah 3:1-9. A City Repents. 

PRAYER SuGcGEsTIons: “And God saw 
their works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God repented of the 
evil, that he had said that he would do 
unto them.” God always does what is 
right. He relented when the Ninevites 
repented. He was against them when 
they did evil, and was for them when 
they did good. The miracle of Nineveh 
has never yet been repeated in passing 
centuries. But our Lord inquires, “Shall 
a nation be born at once?” (Isa. 66:8.) 
The conversion of Israel will become 
the greatest Gospel wonder of the 
world. (See Rom. 11:26-36.) Are you 
praying that the veil will fall from 
their eyes? Pray for the Korea Gospel 
Mission, Inc., Inglewood, Calif. 


Tues.—Jonah 3:10 to 4:5. 
A Prophet Pouts. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Doest thou well 
to be angry?” God disappointed the 
selfish wishes of his _ self-willed 
prophet. Does He deny your wishes? 
Are you in a murmuring state of soul? 
It is indeed worthy of rebukes from 
the Lord. When will we let God be 
right in all His works? Should things 
be according to our minds? Are our 
ways higher than His ways? It is a 
dangerous state when one gets to mur- 
muring (see 1 Cor. 10:10). We all 
need a far better spirit than that to 
which we have attained. Pray for the 
Messengers of the New Covenant, 
Newark, w..Ji ’ F 


Wed.—Jonah 4:6-11. 
God’s Concern for All. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “Thou hast had 
pity on the gourd ... which came up in 
a night, and perished in a night: and 
should not I spare Nineveh, that great 
city, wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle?” God is 
good. His tender mercies are over all 
His works. He is good even to the un- 
thankful and to the unholy. He opens 
His “hand and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing.” Nineveh ultimately 
perished under the judgment of God. 
(See Nahum, written one hundred and 
fifty years after Jonah.) But for over 


a century God spared that city after 
the great repentance. The cups of civic 
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wickedness in our time are filling up 
rapidly. It should be a great time of 
Bible-reading and prayer for all Chris- 
tians everywhere. Pray for Japan 
Evangelistic Band, Inc., Los Angeles, 


Thurs.—Romans 3:21-31. God of All. . 
Prayer SuacesTions: “Is he the God 


of the Jews only?-is he not also of the 


Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also,” 
Let this truth sink deeply into all 
hearts. We forget that God is their 
God as well as our God. He is the 
ruler of the world. “Every knee” shall 
bow to Him, and also “every’. . . tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” As Paul 
called upon the heathen philosophers 
in Athens to turn to God, so all men 
likewise should be commanded to seek 
the Lord, and to believe on the name 
of His Son Jesus Christ. The Word of 
God is for all. Get all the people you 
can to read it, hear, and obey it. Pray 
for the International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance, Chicago. 


Fri—1 Peter 2:9-11. Gentiles Chosen. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A chosen gen- 
eration.” God, through His Son, and 
by the Gospel ministries in the Spirit, 
is taking out from among the Gentiles 
a people for His name. It is His will 
that all the Gentiles shall hear the 
Gospel of His grace in Christ Jesus (2 
Tim. 4:17). The number of God’s elect 
from every nation is being made up. 
The close of the dispensation is close 
at hand. Let every Christian hasten 
to fulfill the Lord’s will in carrying 
out His great commission. The. weak- 
est Christian can do his or her part 
gloriously (see 1 Cor. 1:26-31). Pray 
for Spain. 


Sat.—Isaiah 61:1-6.. Prophetic Mission. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The acceptable 3 


year of the Lord.” Our Lord opened 
the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah in the 
synagogue at Nazareth, and read from 
this chapter beginning with verse one 
and concluding with the words quoted 
above. This presented in His first pub- 
lic address to His people His mission 
as predicted by the prophet. I thought 
of that ministry while in Nazareth re- 
cently, and have since many times 
thanked God for the grace of Christ 
that has come to untold millions. Bless 
God for His grace, and pray on for 
revival. Pray for all ministers of 
Christ. : 


Sun.—Psalm 67:1-7. 
“Let the Peoples Praise.” 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Let all the peo- 
ple praise thee.” One of the terrible 
sins of man is ingratitude. The nine 
lepers healed by the Lord in answer to 
their prayer failed to give thanks. Paul 
calls’ our attention to God’s attitude 
towards ungrateful creatures (Rom. 1: 
21). Do you always begin prayers with 
thanksgivings? -Do you lift up your 
heart with your hands whenever you 
approach the God of Heaven? Be al- 
ways thankful to Him, and bless His 
name. Borrow the language of Psalm 
103, and put much of your praise of 
God into songs. Pray for poor China. 














